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Notes of the 13th Annual General Meeting of the BAC held at the Aztec Hotel & Spa in Bristol on the 17th of October 2024
Chaired by Dr Anthony Maddox, BAC President
1. Apologies and welcome

Dr Maddox welcomed all to the AGM with apologies noted from Mrs Sue Smith of the Executive.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the AGM 2023 

The AGM notes from 15th November 2023 were accepted as a correct record of proceedings by Mrs Alison Cropper and seconded by Ms Helen Burrell.

3. BAC Executive Nominations 2024

Nominations had been received as follows:

Re-elected for a three-year term of office: Dr Martina Munonyara
Newly elected for a three-year term of office: Mrs Angela Brown

4. Financial Report

Key points reported:

· Books are with the Accountant
· No issues
· No increase in membership fees
· Retired members fee
· Investing in development of website and educational activities.

Members were reminded of funding opportunities:

Bursary scheme for continuing education: funding is available to support registration fees and /or travel expenses for BAC members of over one year's standing with the association.

Mina Desai Bursaries - the BAC will award a bursary for a European conference, up to £500 per year and one for an international meeting up to £1000 every three years.

Successful applicants, as a condition of the funding, were required to submit a blog article for the BAC website.

5. Membership Report 
Membership statistics
	Grade
	Total

	Honorary
	11

	Trainee pathologist
	40

	Member (APBMS)
	24

	Member (BMS)
	155

	Member (Consultant)
	95

	Member (Screener)
	10

	
	334


Dr Martina Munonyara updated as follows:







Members were encouraged to switch to the new 16-digit card system as a matter of urgency in order to maintain membership benefits. To date approximately one-third of the membership had switched to the new system.

6. Publications and Social Media Update

At the BAC AGM 2023 it was reported the @BritishCytology Twitter account had 2965 followers. As of today, the account has 3244 followers. Please follow the account, retweet, and tag the BAC into any important and topical tweets.

BAC launched a LinkedIn page 4th March 2024 and by October 2024 already 1078 followers

Wide geographical reach with followers from all continents, with Case studies and Image of the Month are consistently the most popular posts across both 
social media platforms

Dr Ash Chandra provided an update on the Cytopathology journal.

· Noted the acceptance rate for articles was 41%
· Members noted the most popular published articles
· China, India and USA were the prominent countries of origin for article submissions
· Speed of Peer-Review: Submission to publication noted as 85 days in 2024 so far
Mina Desai Award for Research Excellence winners:
2023 awardee is Jan Philipp Kühnand Dual Sec62/Ki67 immunocytochemistry of liquid-based cytological preparations represents a highly valid biomarker for non-invasive detection of head and neck squamous cell carcinomas
Update from Media Lead, Mrs Leonie Wheeldon:

Highlights have included educational webinars, case studies, important developments in cytology practice and up to date new items, blogs and the image of the month competition.
2024 

· Events management 
· New card subscription service
· Expansion of the social media team roles:
· Sue Smith led Case studies and quizzes
· Donna Morrison led Blogs
· Antonia Tweed led Image of the month 
· Karina Evans created the BAC LinkedIn page
· Christian Burt on X
· Hedley Glencross SCAN
· Image of the month became open access

7. Chair Report

The Chair updated members on the last 12 months of BAC activities.

A successful BAC Spring Tutorial held Saturday 6th April 2024 on the Zoom platform and hosted by Dr Bijal Shah and Dr Ash Chandra on the theme of diagnostic cytopathology

The National FNA/ROSE Training thank you to Mrs Leonie Wheeldon and Dr Anthony Maddox

BAC Representation at EFCS meeting in Leipzig including a Joint Companion meeting with the American Society of Cytopathology (ASC)

Bristol ASM meeting & thank you to Dr Bijal Shah who is stepping down as Meetings lead

Webinars: The Borderline challenge, German HCS & screening for cervical cancer and Remote ROSE for head & neck; all useful CPD provided by the BAC.

Surveys on the Cervical screening labs workforce and Borderline endocervical reporting.

Output from the successful BAC invasive cancer workshops shared with the Cervical Screening Programme. Working with IBMS & other interested parties regarding use of digital cervical cytology

Partnership working with IBMS to develop the cytopathology programme at Congress 2025

Thank you to all colleagues on the Executive and to outgoing Executive member Dr Bijal Shah and welcome to Angela Brown

8. Any Other Business 
None received.

9. Date of the next meeting
The AGM 2025 in October/November 2025 and would likely be hosted online with x2 educational lectures.
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